Preface  by Fouquet, J.L. & Rosenstiehl, P.
DISCRETE 
MATHEMATICS 
ELSEVIER Discrete Mathematics 165’166 (1997) I ? 
Preface 
This double volume is the proceedings of an international symposium held in 
Marseille in honour of Claude Berge, on the occasion of his retirement 
from C.N.R.S. The meeting, which took place at CIRM (Centre International de 
Rencontres Mathtmatiques) on the campus of the University of Marseille (j-12 
September, 1995), was the fifth international conference on graphs and combinatorics 
organised in France, and hosted more than two hundred participants. It was held 
under the auspices of the French Mathematical Society (SMF) and the National 
Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS). 
The conference opened with a welcome by Max Dauchet on behalf of CNRS. 
followed by a plenary lecture by Paul Erdiis. A special talk in honour of Claude Berge 
was next given by VaSek Chvatal who related how Claude had changed his mathemat- 
ical life and then surveyed the many aspects of Berge’s creativity in the arts and 
sciences. 
On the Tuesday evening, there was a ceremony in which the 199411995 Euler 
Medals of the Institute of Combinatorics and its Applications were presented by its 
founder, Professor Ralph Stanton, to the two recipients, Claude Berge and Ronald 
Graham, for the importance of their works in combinatorics and graph theory. 
No conference can succeed without financial support. This meeting was made 
possible through the donations and contributions of the following: 
. CNRS (Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique). 
. SMF (Socittt Mathimatique de France), 
?? EHESS (Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales), 
. DIMANET (Discrete MAthematics NETwork), 
. DRET DGA (Direction des Recherches, Etudes et Techniques de la Delegation 
G&-&ale pour l’Armement), 
. LAMIFA (LAboratoire de Mathematiques et d’Informatique Fondamentale 
d’Amiens), 
. CIRM (Centre International de Rencontres Mathimatiques). 
?? Association Grand Luminy, 
. EDF (Electricite de France, Direction des Etudes et Recherches), 
. Conseil General des Bouches du Rhone, 
. ADISH (Association pour le Developpement de 1’Informatique dans les Sciences 
Humaines. 
Special thanks are due to our colleagues Alain Guinoche. Vassilis Giakoumakis., 
Jean Francois Maurras, Henri Thuillier, Bruce Reed and Irena Rusu for the great help 
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they provided in the organisation of the meeting and the preparation of this double 
volume. We also wish to thank the referees, who did a prompt and effective job of 
reviewing the papers submitted for inclusion here. Finally, we would like to express 
our gratitude to Josiane Leconte for her valuable assistance. 
J.L. Fouquet 
P. Rosenstiehl 
While this double volume was in press, we learned the sad news of the death of 
Paul Erdiis. This came as a great shock to the combinatorial community. 
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